
PRESS RELEASE 2/07/2012 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  
Chiang for State Senate 2012 
1681 Latham Street 
Mountain View, CA 
E-mail: press@chiang2012.com 
Phone: 650-242-5182 
Fax: 650-963-9844 
WEBSITE: www.halfourbudget.org 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Mountain View Teacher Christopher Chiang runs for the 13th District 

Senate in pursuit of state education reform. 
 

Mountain View, California, February 05, 2012 –  Christopher Chiang, a public school 
teacher, is running for the state senate because despite K-12 and public college 
funding accounting for half the state budget, the state fails 1 in 3 students and our 
focus on tests bring us no closer to readying a 21st century workforce. The problem 
is made worse by the fact that in the Senate, only one senator (Fran Pavley) has 
taught in the last thirty years, and she does not sit on the education committee. 
Christopher Chiang is ready to carry on Senator Simitian’s leadership in education. 
 
We need lawmakers who understand that our inability to educate our children is our 
state’s greatest moral failing. Bay Area natives will increasingly be left out of our 
region’s prosperity as companies bring outside talent to fill local jobs. Christopher 
Chiang has a three-part plan to fix our schools based on his work with educators 
from Finland and America’s leading charter schools.   

1. Focusing on more demanding teacher and principal training and certification 
2. Ending state testing at every grade level and replacing it with three rigorous 

exit exams: elementary, middle, and high school, coupled with annual random 
testing of a sampling of students in all subjects including the arts. 

3. Allowing school districts to apply for the same ed code mega waivers that 912 
charter schools already enjoy. Increase attention to our community colleges. 

 
Christopher Chiang is a moderate Democrat and 8th year teacher. February through 
June, Christopher is teaching history at Mountain View High School. After June, he 
will work at reforming California schools. In 2011 he trained teachers in technology 
at the Castilleja School. Before that, he spent five years teaching economics and 
government at Monta Vista High School, where he was Teacher of the Year in 2010. 
In 2006, he helped found a NYC school.  He is a Google Certified Teacher and 
Microsoft Innovative Educator. He earned his masters in teaching from Stanford 
University and a second masters in educational leadership from Columbia 
University. His wife is a teacher in Palo Alto, and they have a baby daughter.  
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